This is a book of thoughts collected from the elastic workforce on Amazon.com’s
Mechanical Turk website. “A penny for your thoughts” is an intervention on
Mturk.com that promotes independent thinking and interpretation among members
of the Mturk community. A human intelligence task (HIT) was placed on
Mturk.com that offered a penny in exchange for one unigue thonght. Over 150
workers were commissioned. The topics shared in the submitted thoughts ranged
[from worries about the global economy to private thoughts abont domestic life, praise
and prayers to GOD, and more. A series of books were created to support each theme
that arose within the shared thoughts. Anyone can download the series of books from

mturkprojects.info. Printing directions are available online, too.

The theme of this book is W O ¥ k.



A penny for your thoughts” is a project conceived and executed by xtine and the
Mechanical Turk workforce, who were commissioned with a one dollar grant from

ASDF (2009). This project, including thoughts and books, are licensed cc-by-sa.
Books are available at mturkprojects.info
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I need to treat my
patients without
grumbling about 1t today.

I wonder what I will be
doing at work today, since
our supervisor is gone for
the day and we’re between
phases of our project...



I must reorganize my store
room today and remember to
discard things that 1 have not
used in the past 6 months.

What will happen in
the meeting with the
manager today?



I really miss my husband :
. I don’t want to go
even though he just left to
to work today.
go to work.



I need to get my work done I need to remember that
today and I hope that I have I have to adapt my lesson
an easy day. (credc eiicia plans for my 6th graders.



Doing all these tasks for cents, I came
up with new disciplinary actions for my
children. I will ask them for one cent
each time I have to remind them to do
something. As you can see from this
site, cents do add up! I will save for our
Disney vacation! Happy turking!

With the economy the
way it is, I wish we got
paid more for this.



I should be doing the job
I’'m getting paid to do.

I feel overwhelmed by
everything I need to get done
- maybe I should make a list
and check items off one by
one so | can see my progress.



I thought about dropping

all my mediocre chores I do
every day and seeing if anyone
noticed that I didn’t do them
because, a lot of times no one
notices anyway.

“Ohmigod...” (when all of
the information for a HIT
I was working on somehow
got erased, fifty minutes in).



I cannot believe that I wasted
my entire morning watching I don’t think I can get
TV when I should have rich off 1-cent HITS.

been writing a papet.



I never expected to get the
kind of wondertul support
that I am getting at work

I am really unhappy with my
job. I can’t wait until I

find something else. Tlove it



I need to find a job I enjoy I have so much work to
doing. I don’t think I can do today, I am not
work with children anymore. sure where to start first.



